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Date of Meeting: December 12,1995
Time of Meeting: 0840 - 0940
Location: BLM Offrces, Vernal
Participants: Dick Wilson, BLM Book Cliffs RA; Tony Gallegos, DOGM

Purpose of Meeting: To discuss the current BLM permit status of the Pebble Puppy/SnoBen mine operations.

The BLM completed some reclamation work at the Sno-Ben 4 & 5 claims. This rcclamation was
the work that had been required under the Notice of Noncompliance which the BLM sent to Joseph LaStella,
operator of record for those claims. This project aJfects the Pebble Puppy file because the Sno-Ben 5 & 6 claims
overlapped the Pebble Puppy claims 1-6. The Sno-Ben claims have been determined to be void by the BLM while
the Pebble Puppy claims are valid and still existing.

The Notice of Noncompliance issued to Joseph LaStella will probably be in effect, even though
the site may have been reclaimed. The BLM will take legal actions to try to recover the costs of reclaiming the
sites from Mr. LaStella. The wording of the BLM Notice of Noncompliance states that the duration of the notice
does not begin until the operator has remedied the problem associated with the Notice of Noncompliance. In this
case, since Joseph LaStella did not complete the reclamation, the time frame for the duration of the Notice of
Noncompliance hasn't started yet. The Vernal District has contacted the BLM State Office for some clarification
regarding this unique situation.

The previous operator of the Pebble Puppy claims, was Hiko Bell Mining. The BLM had

requested Hiko Bell reclaim these sites for some time, but no work was done. Just recently, the notice for the
Pebble Puppy 1-2 was transferred from Hiko Bell to Norm Haslem. Hiko Bell Mining, under Bud Covington
and/or Robert Covington is assumed to hold the mining claims. The Division will need to formally recognize this
transfer of the operator by sending a letter to Norm Haslem and the BLM.

Now that the reclamation work at the Sno-Ben 4 & 5 has been completed, this in essence clears up

the record for the overlapped Pebble Puppy claims which are still valid (i.e., now there are no unusual
circumstances or encumbrances on the Pebble Puppy claims 1-6, which would make it easier for an operator to post

an amended Notice or post a Plan of Operations with the BLIO. There are curently no new Notices or Plans of
Operations filed for this site.
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